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5" 10 0 P clock, an immense sntivtae: 
racing delegates (rom all the free States, ex- 
a Hampshire, being Le dal ot the Coo" 


te a vote of the Gohvention’ Mr. Stewart was 
‘requested to occupy the chair till the organization 
of the Convention. John R. Hopkins acted “as 
elerk. At the request of the Chair, prayer was 
fered by the Rev. Mr. Snyder, of Monroe coun- 
: ty, N. ¥. 
an, motion of C. T. Torrey, 2 committee was 
"appointed to nominate officers of the Convention. 
' Thé committee consisted of S. P. Chase, of Ohio; 
R. P. Bement, of Michigan ; 0. Lovejoy, of [li- 
nois; F. Julius Lemoyne, of Pennsylvania ; Hor- 
ioe Dresser, of New York; S. Hoes, of New 
rsey ; J. M. Williams, of Indiana « ; Asa Walker, 
| of Maine;. Elijah Miller, of Vermont; S. M. 
Booth, of Connecticut. 
' On motion, H. H. Garnett, of New York, was 
“added to the committee. 
‘In the absence of the committee, the following 
“res lution was discussed and adopted : 
Resolved, That in voting on the selection of can- 
Ngidare for the Presidency and Vice Presidency, 
each State be entitled to as many delegates as 
she has members of the Electoral College; and 
that the delegates from each State designate per- 
sons to act in behalf of those districts not repre- 














sented by delegates specially appointed for that. 


purpose, and to select two delegates at large for 
(Mier respective States. 


On motion a committee was appointed to ee 
o- eg of the Convention. The following gentle- 
were appointed: J. Keep, of Ohio ; fis 
hinson, of Vermont ; W. Lyon, of Connecti- 
en me bie of f Minois; A. Cathcart, of 
f New York ; R. G. 
el, of New Jersey. 
committee to nominate officers reported 















“PRESIDENT, 


“LEICESTER KING, of hie, 


ie ) be | VICE PRESIDENTS, 
By ~Samurn Frssanpen, of Maine, 

bie: ‘Tirus Hurcurnson, of Vermont, 
a aN habe of Hissackieetis, : 


: ¢.Y. Dien: of {ilinois, 
: ‘A. BuRLEIGH, of Connecticut. - 


SECRETARIES. 
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ELIzuR Weise Jr., of i Mision 
Cuarues B. Ray, of New York, 

Owen Lovesoy, of Ihinois, 

TimotTuy B. Hiassow, of Ohio. 
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In taking the chair, the President made an ap- 
propriate speech, returning thanks for the honor 
conferred, and a pledge of fidelity i in the discharge 
of the duties of the office. He referred to the 
Declaration of Independence, and said that this 
» day men of all classes and professions had assem-- 
bled to carry out the sentiments it contained. 

A motion was then made and adopted, that all 
committees, unless otherwise ordered, be appoint- 
ed by the chair. 

On motion, a committee consisting of the fol- 
lowing persons, was appointed to prepare and 
bring “forward business: Alvan Stewart, W. L. 
Chaplin, William Goodell, of New York ; S.P. 
Chase, H. C. Taylor, of Ohio: H. B. Stanton, of 
Massachusetts ; F. J. Lemoyne, Robert Hanna, . 
of Pennsylvania ; T. 8. Brown, of Maine: C. | 
Cook, of Illincis; J. M. Williams, of Tnillaria: : ‘i 
Titus Hutchinson, S. M. Bigelow, of Vermont ; 
S. Hoes, of New Jersey; R. B. Bement, of Mich- 
igan ; W. H. Burleigh, 8S. M. Booth, of Connecti- 
cut. ' 

Samuel Lewis, of Ohio, was then called out, 
and addressed the Convention in an able and en- - 
thusiastic manner, until half past twelve o’clock, 
when they were favored with a Liberty song from 
CA Haas and then adjourned for two hours. 


—< 


WrDNESD AY, 24 P.M. 
The President in the chair. Prayer by Rev: 
John Keep, of Ohio. Song by G. W. Clark. 
S. P. Chase, from the Business Committee, re- 
ported in part a series of resolutions. Report 


_accepted, and the Convention proceeded to a 


consideration of the same. 
Stephen S. Foster, of New-Hampshire, offered 
to address the Convention, but.objection being — 


made, the President decided, that as Mr, Foster 


was not a member of the Convention: it was not ~ 
in order for him to proceed. The Convention — 
voted to allow Mr. Foster 15 minutes to address — 


‘the Convention, which by courtesy was extended 


He stated that he had no unkind 
feeling toward the Liberty Party. It was the 
only political party in favor of abolition. He 
wished this National Convention of the Liberty — 
' Party abolitionists to declare that fugitives from 
slavery ought never to be given up, and that they 
never would take up arms against them, should 
they strike for liberty. Shouldthe Convention do | 


to 25 minutes. 


- this, although a non-resistant himself, he would 


advise ‘all voting men to vote the Liberty ticket. 
Abby Kelley then addressed the Convention, a 
vote having been passed, granting her the liberty. 
The Convention then again proceeded to con- 
sider several resolutions, which were adopted,— 
The resolutions were advocated by E. H. Nevins, 
of Ohio, A. Stewart, C. T. Torrey, and H, H. 


\ 2 


Garnett, of New-York. After a song by G. W. 
Clark, the Convention adjourned. 
C7 Ca hy 
WEDNESDAY, 74 P.M. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The 

President in the chair. Prayer by Rey. Elon 
Sah ag 

en. Fessenden, of Maine, was called for, and 

‘in an able speech gave his reasons for leaving a 

pro-slavery party. 

Resolution No. 37 was introduced by Theodore 
S. Brown, of Maine, by consent of the Business 
Committee. This resolution was most ably and 
eloquently advocated by John Pierpont, of Mas- 
sachusetts, Elon Galusha and S. R. Ward, of 


AY by 


New-York, and Samuel Lewis, of Ohio, ‘and 
unanimously adopted. ° 
Singing by C. A. Wheaton. Adjourned. 
THurspay, 9 A. M. 


The President called to order, and at his re- 
quest, prayer was offered by Rev. John Pierpont. 

C. O. Shepard, 8S. F. French, Abel Brown, of 
New-York; 8. Cushing, of Illinois; and C. C. 
Nichols, of Massachusetts, were appointed a 
committee to raise funds to defray the expenses 
and publish the proceedings of the Convention. 
- Alvan Stewart, chairman of the Business Com- 
mittee, reported several additional resolutions, 

H. B. Stanton, from the same Committee, also 
reported resolutions. 

James C. Jackson read a letter addressed to the 
. Convention by Gerrit Smith, which was ordered 
to be published with the proceedings of the Con- 
vention. 

At 11 0’clock, the Convention agreed to pro- 
ceed to the nomination of candidates for President 
and Vice President. .A motion that those spe- 
cially delegated for nominating should retire, was 
lost, and it was voted to nominate in open 
meeting. 

Gen. Fessenden, of Maine, and Judge Hutchin- 
son, of Vermont, were appointed tellers. 

“The tellers having completed the canvass, the 
President announced tie result as follows : 


Maine had given 9 votes. 
Vermont, r 6 
Massachusetts, 12 
Connecticut, 6 
New York, 36 
‘New Jersey, 7 
Pennsylvania, , 25 
Ohio, 23 
Michigan, 5 
Indiana, EY 
Illinois, 9 
Total number of votes given, 148 


The whole of which had been, given for Jamrs 
G. Birney, of Michigan, for President, and 
Tuomas Morris, of Ohio, for Vice Président; 

There being several thousand poner in attend- 
ance, Samuel Lewis, of Ohio, moved the follow- 
ing resolution :— 

Resolved, That this Convention in mass, do 
cordially respond to the nomination of JAamus G. 
Brirwey, for President, and THomas Morris, 
for Vice President, and that we will promote their 







election by every lawful means, and we cordial Le 
recommend them to the electors of the United 
States, jas saitable)persgns' to discharge the duties — 
of the offices for which they have been nominated. 

The President announced that the resolution — 
had been unanimously agreed to. ‘Thereupon the — 
assembled multitude united in long, loud, and 
hearty cheers. 

The Convention was then addressed by Messrs. 
Alvan Stewart, Samuel Lewis, and Col. Miller, of 
Vermont. Rev. Mr. Galusha, of New York, stat- 
ed that the anti-slavery enterprise commenced by 
prayer—he moved that the Convention now unite - 
with Rev. John Keep, in thanks to God, for har- 
mony in our councils, and prayer for the Divine 
blessing upon our further proceedings, and for eit 


’ success sof our cause. 


Resolved, That the President of this Convention 
inform Mr. Birney and Mr. Morris of their nomi- 
nation, and publish the correspondence. — 


- GW. Clark sung a song written for the o occa= . 
sion, by Elizur Wright, “Ir. of Boston. Ad; 
journed. “y 


ati 
; 


— 


TuurRspay, 2, P. M. 
Prayer by Rey. Bi ‘B. 


President in. the chair. 
Taylor. 

S. P. Chase made a further report from the 
Business Committee, of several resolutions. Al- 
van Stewart arose and announced the death of 
Jabez S. Fitch, a delegate to this Convention, 
who died at his residence in Marshall, Michigan, 
a few days since, and moved the following reso- 
lution, which was unanimously adopted :— 


Resolved, That this Convention sympathize 
with the anti-slavery friends in Michigan, in the 
solemn and afflictive dispensation of God’s Provi- 
dence, in the déath of Jabez 8. Fitch, Esq., a del- 
egate to ‘this Convention, and a most devoted 
friend of the poor slave, and an honor to human 
nature.. We condole with his afflicted family on 
this mournful bereavement, while we rejoice in 


_ the belief that our Hrottert $ spirit has gone to 


that happy world where the cruel and unjust shall 
never enter. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolu- 
tion be communicated to the family of the de- 
ceased. 


_ The Finance Committee reported that one ha 
dred dollars were ne¢éssary to defray the expen- 
ses of the Convention, and that two hundred dol-— 
lars:ought to be raised to publish the preckedingay 
of this Convention. Report accepted. — . 

_ Alvan Stewart took the stand and commenced — 
an address, and called upon the people to conie 
forward and contribute, and raise the money at 
once. The call was responded to, and aftera 
short time, the chairman of the Finance Commit- | 
tee announced that he had received about ‘three 

hundred and fifty dollars. j me 

The Convention then took up the resolutions 
reported by the Committee, and passed sevens 
them and adjourned. ' 


a, | 
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THURSDAY, 7, P. M. o) 
The Conyention was called to order by Samu 
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Rev. S. R. ‘Ward. 

Took up the remaining. resolutions, and after 

discussion and amendment adopted them. Messrs. 

_ Lovejoy, Stanton, Chase, Burleigh, Roberts, and 
Foster, addressed the Convention. On the sub- 


% ject of future Conventions, it was— 
: ding Committee, of one from each State, where 
i the Liberty party is organized, to call future Na- 
tional Conventions. [This Committee will be 
_ hereafter announced. ] 
Miss Abby Kelly having expressed a desire to 

' address the Convention, was by vote’ invited to 
- doso. [She wished to define the position of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society. In the course of 
_. her remarks she said the Executive Committee of 

that Society ought to remove David Lee Child 
from the editorial chair. ] 

On motion of C. T. Torrey, 


Resolved, That the Liberty party. cordially 
opens its doors to reccive members of the ‘‘Old,”’ 
“‘New,”’ or no ‘‘organizations’’—all men, who are 
ready to’labor for the slave, and the restoration 
to all men of their Heaven-derived and unforfeit- 
ed rights, and we recegnize as true abolitionists 
all who are opposed to slavery, and refuse to sup- 
port it, its defenders or apologists. Yast 

S. P: Chase presented a communication from 

_ the Executive Committee of the Ohio Anti-Sla- 

very Society, appealing to the friends of justice 

and humanity, in favor of John Van Zandt, a cit- 

~ izen of Ohio, who has been fined seventeen hundred 

dollars, for comforting a family fleeing from bon- 

dage. The communication was ordered to be 

printed, and referred to the Committees of the 

_ several States, with the request that they take 
- immediate action thereon. | 

‘ The following resolutions were adopted by the 

Convention, at its several sittings :— 


x 
RESOLUTIONS. 








Resolved, That the President of this Conven: 
tion appoint a National Liberty Party Correspon- 


pe 
Jay 


_. PREAMBLE: Being assembled in general Con- ~ 


_ vention, as the representatives of the Liberty 
party in the United States, and feeling it incum- 
_, bent on us to set forth, clearly and fully, the prin- 
Ay ciples which govern us, and the purposes which 


¥ 
i- 
J 
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we seek to accomplish, and this, the rather be- 
_* cause these principles and purposes have been 
- much misunderstood, and either ignorantly or ma- 
liciously much misrepresented : be it therefore 
1. Resolved, That hoger brotherhood is a car- 
dinal doctrine of true Democracy, as well as of 
pee Christianity, which spurns all inconsistent 
limitations ; and neither the political party which 
‘repudiates it, nor the political system which. is 
_.. hot based upon it, nor controlled insits practical 
workings, by it, can be truly Democratic or per- 
manent. *— nee 

2. Resolved, That the Liberty party, placing 
_ itself upon this broad principle, will demand the 
absolute and unqualified divorce of the General 
overnment from Slavery, and also the restora- 
_ tion of equality of rights, among men, in every 
_ State where the party exists, or may exist. 
8. Resolved, That the Liberty party has not 













- Lewis, one of the Vice Presidents. Prayer by 


been organized for any temporary purpose, by in- 
terested politicians, but has arisen from among 
the people, in consequence of a conviction, hour- 

ly gaining ground, that no other party in the 

country represents the true principles of American 

Liberty, or the true spirit of the Constitution of 

the’ United States. 

4. Resolved, That the Liberty party has not 
been organized merely for the overthrow of Sla- 
very. Its first decided effort must indeed be di- 
rected against slave-holding, as the grossest form 
and most revolting manifestation of Despotism ; 
butit will also carry out the principles of Equal 
Rights, into all their practical consequences and 
applications, and support every just measure con- 
ducive to individual and social freedom. _ # 

5. Resolved, That the Liberty party is not a 
Sectional party, but a National party—has not 
originated in a desire to accomplish a single ob- 
ject, but in a comprehensive regard to the great 

interests of the whole country—is not a new par- 
ty, ora third party, but is the party of 1776, re- 
viving the principles of that memorable era, and 
striving to carry them into practical application. 

6. Resolved, That it was understood in the 
times of the Declaration and the Constitution, 
that the existence of slavery in some of the 
States, was in derogation.of the principles’ of 
American Liberty, and a deep stain upon the. 
character of the country, and the implied faith of 
the States and the Nation was pledged, that sla- 
very should never be extended beyond its then 
existing limits; but should be gradually, and, 
yet, at do distant day, wholly abolished by State 
authority. 

7. Resolved, That the faith of the States, and 
the nation they pledged, was most nobly redeem- 
ed by the voluntary abolition of slavery in several 
of the States, and by the adoption of the ordi- 
nance of 1787, for the government of the Territo- 
ry North West of the river Ohio, then the only 
Territory in the United States, and consequently 
the only Territory subject in this respect to the 
control of Congress, by which ordinance slavery 
was forever excluded from the vast regions which 
now compose the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and the Territory of Wiskonsan, and 
an incapacity to bear up any other than freemen, 
was impressed on the soil itself. 

.8. Resolved, That the faith of the States and 
Nation thus pledged, has been shamefully violated 
by the omission, on the part of many of the 
States, to take any measures whatever for the 
abolition of slavery within their respective limits; 
by the continuance of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and in the Territories of Louisiana and 
Florida; by the legislation of Congress; by the 
protection afforded by national legislation and 
negotiation to slaveholding in American vessels, 
on the high seas, employed in the coastwise slave 
traffic; and by the extension of slavery far beyond 
its original limits, by acts of Congress, admitting © 
new slave States into the Union. 

9. Resolved, That the fundamental truths of the 
Declaration of Independence, that all men are ~ 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, was made the fundamental law 
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‘of our National Government, by that amendment 


of the constitution which declares that no person 
shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law. 

10. Resolved, That we recognize as sound, the 
doctrine maintained by slaveholding Jurists, ‘that 
slavery is against natural rights, and strictly 
local, and that its existence and continuance rests 
on no other support than State legislation, and 
not on any Authority of Congress, 

11. Resolved, That the General Government 
has, under the Constitution, no power to establish 
or continue slavery any where, and therefore that 
all treaties and acts of Congress establishing, 
continuing or favoring slavery in the District of 
Columbia, in the Territory of Florida, or on the 
high seas, are unconstitutional, and all attempts 
to hold men as property within the limits of ex- 
clusive natural Soe eeOD, ought to be prohibited 
by law. 

12. Resolved, That the plea sometimes urged, 
in behalf of the constitutionality of slaveholding 
under the sanction of national legislation, that 
the continuance 6f slavery was secured in the 
District of Columbia, by stipulations in the Deeds 
of cession by Virginia and Maryland, and in 
Florida by the provisions of the Treaty with Spain 
is false in fact;-and the other plea, sometimes 
urged to the same purpose, that Congress might 
constitutionally authorize slaveholding in the Dis- 
trict, under the power to legislate for the same in 
all cases whatsoever, and in Florida under the 
power to make needful rules and regulations for 
the government of national territories, and in 
American vessels on the seas under the power to 
regulate commerce, cannot be sound in law, so 
long as the great Interdict of the People against 
depriving any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law, remains unaltered. 

13. Resolved, That the provision of the Con- 


stitution of the United States, which confers - 


extraordinary political powers on the owners of 
slaves, and thereby constituting the two hundred 
and fifty thousand slave-holders in the slave States 
a privileged aristocracy; and the provision for the 
reclamation of fugitive slaves from service, are 
anti-republican in their character, dangerous to 
the liberties of the people, and ought to be abro- 
gated. 

14, Resolved, That the operation of the first 


_ of these provisions is seen in the growth of a 


power in the country, hostile to free institutions, 
to free labor, and to freedom itself, which is 
appropriately denominated the slave power; this 
power has maintained slavery in the original 
States, has secured its continuance in the District 
and in the Territories, has created seven new 
slave States, has caused disastrous fluctuations in 
our national policy, foreign and domestic, has 
gradually usurped the control of our home legis- 
lation, has waged unrelenting war against the 
most sacred rights of freemen, has violated and 
set at naught the right of petition, has dictated 
the action of political parties, has filled almost all 


the offices of the National Government with _ 


slaveholders, and the abettors of slaveholders, 
and threatens, if not arrested in its career, the 
total overthrow of popular freedom. 


eu Ms EN 

15, Resolved, That the practical operation of — 
the second of these provisions, is seen in the en- 
actment of the act of Congress respecting persons — 
escaped from their masters, which act, if the con- 
struction given to it by the Supreme Court of the — 
United States in the case of Prigg vs. Pennsyl- — 
vania be correct, nullifies the habeas corpus acts — 
of all the States, takes away the whdle lewalti, 
security of personal freedom, and ought therefore 
to be immediately repealed. : 

16. Resolved, That the peculiar patronage and — 
support hitherto extended to slavery and slave- 
holding, by the General Government, ought to be 
immediately. withdrawn, and the example and 
influence of national authority ought to be ar-— 
“i on the side of Liberty and free labor. » 

. Resolved, That we cherish no harsh or un- 
kind feelings towards any of our brethren of the 
slave States, while we express unmitigated abhor- 
rence of that system of slaveholding which has 
stripped a large portion of their population of 
every right, and which has established an aristec- 
racy worse than feudal in the midst of Republican 
States, and which denies to the poor non-slave- 
holder and his children the benefits of education, 
and crushes them im the dust, or drives them out 
as exiles from the land of their birth, 

18. Resolved, That the impoverished and em- 
barrassed condition of the slave States, so much — 
deplored by their own statesmen, may be clearly 
traced to the fact that the coerced, reluctant, and 
ill-directed labor of slaves will not supply their 
own scanty subsistence, and also support their 
masters in the habits of wasteful sibs san ok 
which slavery generates. 

19. Resolved, That the withering and i impover~ 
ishing effect of slavery on the free ‘States, i is. seen 
in the fact, among many others, that these States 
are taxed to the amount of about half a million 
of dollars a year, to pay the deficits of the slave 
States, and that the slave States have received, 
for years past, to the amount, as it is estimated, 
of more than ten millions of dollars’a year, for 
which no payment has even been, or ever will be 
made. 

20. Resolved, That we behold with sorrow and 
shame, and indignation, the dishonor brought 
upon the name of the country by the influence 
of the slave power upon our National Govern- 
ment—corrupting its administration at home— 
paralyzing all generous action and utterance in 
behalf of right and freedom abroad, and exhibit- 
ing the American people to the world in the 
ridiculous and contemptible character of Sl 
of the slave trade. 

21, Resolved, That we are inflexibly opposed: to 
that policy of the General Government, which 
plies every art, and strains every effort of nego- 
tiation, to secure the markets of the world for the 
products of slave labor, while the products of free 
labor are to a great extent, confined to the non- 
paying market of the slave States ; and we insist 
that it is the duty of the Government, in its inter- 
course with foreign nations, to employ all its in- 
fluence, and to exert its utmost energies to ex- — 
tend the markets for the products of free labor, — 
and we do not doubt that if this duty be perform- 
ed in good faith, the result will be most eh a 
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22. Resolved, That we are fully persuaded that 


it is indispensably necessary to the salvation of 
the union of the States, to the preservation ofthe 


liberties of the people, and to the permanent res- 


- toration of prosperity in every department of busi- 
ness, that the National Government be rescued . 
from the grasp of the slave power; that the spirit 
and practice of slaveholding be expelled from our 
National Legislature, and that the administration 


of the Government be conducted henceforth in 


conformity with the principles of the Constitution, 


and for the benefit of the whole population. | 

23. Resolved, That the practice of the General 
Government, which prevails in the slave States, 
of employing slaves upon the public works, in- 


stead of free laborers, and paying aristocratic 


masters, with a view to secure or rew rd political 
services, is utterly indefensible, and ought to be 
abandened. coe a 

24, Resolved, That we believe intelligence, re- 
ligion, and morality, to be the indispensable sup- 
ports of good government, and are therefore in 
favor of general education; we believe, also, that 
good government itself is necessary to the wel- 
fare of society, and are therefore in favor of rigid 
public economy, and strict adherence to the prin- 


ciples of justice in every department of its admin- 


istration. ‘ 


25. Resolved, That freedom of speech and of 
the press, and the right of petition, and the right 
of trial by jury, are sacred and inviolable ; and 
that all rules, regulations and laws, in derogation 
of either are oppressive, unconstitutional, and not 


_ to be endured by a free people. 


26. Resolved, That we regard voting in an em- 
inent degree, as a moral and religious duty, which 
when exercised, should be by voting for those 


“who will do all in their power for immediate 


emancipation. 
97. Resolved, That we can never lose our vote, 
although in ever so small a minority, when cast 
for the slaye’s redemption ; as each vote for the 
slave, whether in minority or majority, is a part 
of that great mass of means which will work out 
his final deliverance. 
298, Resolved, That the Whig and Democratic 
parties always throw away their votes, whether 
in a majority or minority, and do worse than 


throw them away, as long as they cast them for 


pinding the slave with fetters, and loading him 


with chains, and for depriving him of himself, his 


wife and his children, which these parties always 


~ have done, in bowing down tothe slaveholding 


portions of said parties. 


29. Resolved, That we especially entreat the 
friends of Liberty'in the slave States to reflect on 
the vast importance of voting openly for Liberty, 


and Liberty men; and to remember and adopt the 
“words of the illustrious Washington, who said, 


«There is but one proper and effectual mode by 
which the abolition of slavery can be accomplish- 
ed, and that is by legislative authority; and this, as 
far as my suffrage will go, shall not be wanting.”’ 

30. Resolved, That we earnestly exhort the 


_ Liberty men everywhere, to organize for efficient 


action in their respective States, counties, cities, 


* 









‘towns. 





side or to the left, until despotism shall have ise 4 
driven from its last entrenchment, and thanksgiv—__ 
ings for victory in the second great struggle for 
Liberty and Independence'shall be heard through- 
out the land. 

31. Resolved, That we most earnestly recom- 
mend that the Liberty party make efforts to se- 
cure the contro] of the town power, so that every 
officer shall be a Liberty party man; and that our 
friends should not fail to nominate a Liberty tick- 
et annually in their towns, and sustain the same,. 
never yielding to a compromise with the other 

arties. . 

32. Resolved, That a county and State organi— 
zation of the Liberty party should be faithfully 
maintained; and we also récommend that our 
friends employ some proper person to lecture, or- 
ganize, and distribute tracts in each Congression- 
al district, in the several States, for the space of 
at least three months in a year. 

33. Resolved, That the friends of Liberty in: 
each town form tract organizations, of men and 
women, to distribute tracts in every family in such 
towns, by diracting the labors of said tract distri- 
bution, so that no neighborhood or family be 
overlooked or unsupplied. 

34. Resolved,® That it be recommended that 
said tract distributors circulate petitions through 
the several towns, praying Congress to abolish 
the abominable act of Congress, of the 12th of 
February, 1793, so that we may be delivered 
from the unconstitutional obligation to become 
kidnappers on our own soil. 

35. Resolved, That this Convention recommend 
to the friends of Liberty in all ‘those free States 
where any inequality of rights and privileges ex- 
ists on account of color, to.employ their utmost 
energies to remove all such remnants and effects _ 
of the slave system. ea 

36. Resolved, That we cordially welcome our 
colored fellow citizens to fraternity with us i the 
Liberty party, in its great contest to secure the 
rights of mankind, and the religion of our common — 


country. 


37. Whereas, The Constitution of these United 
States is a series of agreements, covenants, or 
contracts between the people of the United States, — 
each with all, and all with each ; and i; 

Whereas, \t isa principle of universal morality, — 
that the moral laws of the Creator are paramount — 
to all human laws; or, inthe language of an 
apostle, that ““we ought to obey God, rather than | 
men ;’’—and : 

Whereas, The principle of Common Law—that 
any contract, covenant, or agreement, to do an. 
act derogatory to natural right, is vitiated and an- 
nulled by its inherent immorality—has been re-— 
cognized by one of the Justices of the Supreme — 
Court of the United States, whe, in a recent case, 
expressly holds that ‘‘any contract that rests ups 
such a basis, is void ;—and aS 

Whereas, The third clause of the second sec 
tion of the fourth article of the Constitution of the 
United States—when construed as providing for 
the surrender of a fugitive slave—does ‘‘rest upon 
such a basis,” in that it is a contract to rob aman 
of a natural right—namely, his natural right te — 


‘oie 
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J his own liberty ; and is, therefore, absolutely 


void, 

Therefore, Resolved, That we hereby give it to 
be distinctly understood, by this nation and the 
world, that, as abolitionists, considering ,thatethe 
strength of eur cause lies in its righteousness—and 
our hope for it in our conformity to the Laws or 
‘Gop, and our respect for the RIGHTS OF MAN, 
we owe it to the Sovereign Ruler of the Univeise, 
as a proof of our allegiance to Him, in all our 
civil relations and offices, whether as private citi- 


_ zens, or as public functionaries sworn to support 


the Constitution of the United States, to regard 
and to treat the third clause of the second section 
of the fourth article of that instruments whenever 


applied to the case of a fugitive slave, as utterly 


null and void, and conseqnently as forming no 
part of the Constitution of the United States, 
whenever we are called upon, or sworn, to sup- 
port it. 

38. Resolved, That the power given to Con- 
gress by the Constitution, to provide for calling 
out the militia to suppress insurrection, does not 
make it the duty of the Government to maintain 
slavery by military force, much léss does it make 
it the duty of the citizens to form a part of snch 
military force. When freemen unsheath the 


sword it should be to strike forgZibery, not for 


Despotism. by ; 
9. Resolved, That to preserve the. peace of 
the citizens, and secure the blessings of freedom, 
the Legislature of each of the free States, ought 
to keep in force suitable statutes rendering it pe- 
nal for any of its inhabitants to transport, or aid 
in transporting from such State, any person 
sought, to be thus transported, merely because 
subject to the slave laws of any other State ; this 
remnant of independence being accorded to the 
free States, by the decision of the Supreme Court, 
in the case of Prigg, vs. the State of Pennsylva- 
nia. : 
_ _ 40. Resolved, That we recognize in* Daniel 
~O’Connell, a true Patriot of the Liberty school, 
and admire his consistent devotion to freedom 
throughout the world. We thank him and the 
Irish people whom he represents, for their sym- 

pathy with us in our great struggle. 
Al. Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven- 
_ tion are hereby tendered to Professor Taylor, for 


his kindness in furnishing the spacious tent, be- 
_ longing to the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, which 


has been occupied by the Convention during its 
_ sittings. 
_ 42. Resolved, That the doings of the Conven- 
_tion be published, under the direction of the Sec- 
_ -retaries. ; 
_ 48, Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion be tendered to the authorities of the County 
of Erie, and of the city of Buffalo, for the use of 
the Court House and the Park for its sittings. 
44, Resolved,,That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion be presented to the President, Vice Presi- 
dents, and Secretaries, for their services during 
its session. | 
_ .On the passage of this resolution the President 
of the Convention arose and returned thanks for 
himself and associates, in an eloquent and appro- 
priate speech. - Thus, after two days’ sittings, the 
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business of the Convention was brought to a clos: 
Union and harmony prevailed throughout. 
supposed there were nearly one thousand delegs 
to the Convention, and at times it was thou 
there were from ‘four to five thousand in atten 
ance. The members of the Convention separate 


with joyous hopes and an increased confidence ¢ i 
the certain and not. distant triumph of our cause. — 
LEICESTER KING, President. _ 


’ 
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Linnzus P. Nosue, sie 
Evizur Wrienut, Jr., iti 
C. B. Ray, ; Secretaries, hid 
Owen Lovesoy, ieee 
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LETTER FROM GERRIT SMITH. , Ba 
President of the National Convention of the Liberty 


To the eee 
of Buffalo, August 


Party, which is.to be held in the city 
30ch and B1st, 1843: ; 
Srr—My engagements do not permit me to at- 
tend your Conyention. I shall, however, be none 
the less interested in its proceedings. Their in- 





fluence on the cause of impartial and universal 


liberty will be very great ; and hence the impor- 
tance that they be characterized by very great 


wisdom. Yam not-so vain as to say what those — 


proceedings should be. But as the humblest man 
in our ranks might, possibly, make useful sugges- 
tions to the Convention, I venture the expression 
of my own views. If the offering of my counsel 
to so enlightened a body, should savor of immod- 
esty and presumption, I shall, indeed, be sorry; 
but F shall, nevertheless, feel that I can well af- 
ford to suffer such a personal disadvantage, if I 
suffer it in attempting to aid a eause so worthy of 
all the love which I bear to it. men 
, Phere are two questions, and no other, on which 
F apprehend an injurious want of harmony in your 
Convention. One of these questions is, whether 
the Liberty party should be committed to aught 
but-opposition to slavery? The other is, whether 
it is expedient for the Convention to declare which 


is the more proper object of pursuit for the Liber- | 
ty party—the overthrew of the whole system of — 


American slavery, or merely the separation of the 
Federal Government from it. pe r f 
I begin my remarks on the former question, by 
saying, that if our eagerness to wipe off from the 
Liberty party the reproach that it is a ‘one idea 
party,’’ we are in danger of doing it more harm 
than that reproach can do it. We must remember 
for our satisfaction with our party, that its insult- 
ed and stigmatized ‘‘one idea’? is of far greater im- 
portance than the aggregate of little, selfish ideas. 


’ 


which fill up the scope of .a pro-slavery party. 


For what is a Bank. compared with a Man? as ~ 


little as the Whig party, whieh goes for the one, 
compared withythe Liberty party, which goes for 
the'other. Or, what is the Independent Treasury 
compared with a Man? no more than the party 
which stakes its all on this scheme of finance, 
compared with the party which. identifies itself 
with the inalienable rights of manhood. But the 
eharge that the Liberty party is a ‘‘one idea par- 
ty,’? is a mere slander; and hence there is no 
need that it should modify its character and for- 
sake its course for the purpose of escaping the 
charge. When has there been a great political. 
4 
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_ struggle, in which a single absorbing idea was not 
_ distinctive of such party to that struggle? Look 
back to the memorable year of 1840. Then, 
_ every man who was in favor of a National Bank, 
was claimed on the one hand, and denounced on 


_ the other, asa Whig; and every man who was 
in favor of an Independent Treasury was claimed 


%. 


on the one hand, and denounced on the other, as 
fone ie, But to say that these are, or were, 






' ‘fone idea parties,’ is grossly to misrepresent 
them. The Whig party came into power, and at- 
- tended to the thousand interests of" the nation ; 
| and the like attention would have been given by 
| the Democratic party had it, instead of the Whig 
hak party, come into power. It is true tha 


My ing idea of the Whig party was a Bat 











the leading idea of the Democratic] was an 
_ Independent Treasury ; and it is also true that the 
leading idea of the Liberty party ig the abolitio 


of slavery. But, whichever of these parties may 
be in power, its leading idea will be but one of 
_ innumerable subjects coming under its regard. 
_ Were the Liberty party to gain the ascendancy, it 
would prove itself to.as careful, and, to say the 
least, as wisely careful of the financial and’ eco- 
-nomical interests of the nation,.as either of the 
other political parties. - 
’ The propositidn to commit the Liberty party to 
_ a variety of interests and undertakings, is one of a 
twofold and opposite design or bearing:—for itisa 
proposition to multiply test questions, and to shut 
out persons from our ranks, notwithstanding their 
soundness on the question ofslavery; andit 1s also 
a proposition to attract persons to our ranks, if 
not by other considerations than that of abolishing 
slavery—at least, by other considerations, as well 
as that of abolishing it. The proposition, in either 
aspect, is highly objectionable. 
, The original design of the Liberty party, being 
to band together all, and not a limited number, of 
the voting abolitionists, would be obviously viola 
ted by ‘Moptingathe proposition to exclude such of 
them, as could not conscientiously subscribe to the 
new and Srigingy uncontemplated objects of the 
party. So, also, to bring these objects within the 
purview of the Liberty party,and thereby to attract 
persons, who prize these objects more than the abo- 
lition of slavery, and in whom the hatred of slavery 
. is so feeble, that the single object of abolishing it 
is not enough to induce them to join the party, 
would be to. prepare the way for such accessions to 
it, as were wholly unlooked for by its founders. It 
scarcely need be added, that these would be ac- 
cessions, not of purity and strength, and the means 
of victory; but of adulteration and weakness and 
the elements of disgrace and defeat. 
‘They, who would tack other objects to the sole 
original’ object 6f the Liberty party, would scorn 
the idea, that such addition is necessary for them- 
selves. They would claim, that they are too 
thoroughly anti-slavery to neéd for themselves, 
- that the Liberty party. should be pledged to any 
thing else than opposition to slavery. But, they 
would adapt it to those, who, unlike themselves, 
are not willing to risk other interests in the hands 
of a party, pledged but to the cause of liberty and 
to the assertion of fundamental human rights.— 
They greatly err, however, in attempting this 


¢ 


hearts. 


‘ed with his minor interests also; and that a party 
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adaptation. Their duty is, not to let down the 
standard of the Liberty party, so that it shall meet. 
the views of half-hearted abolitionists and uncon- 
verted pro-slavery men; but to strive to elevate | 
and conform to its present just standard the low. 
and defective views, which prevail among them. 
What would be the character of the Liberty par- © 
ty were the proposed change to take place? That — 
party would then be anti-slavery and something 
else. The northern portions of both the Demo- 
cratic and Whig parties claim, that their parties 
are anti-slavery and something else. But, so it is, 
that, in their case, the anti-slavery is merged and 
Jost in the something else: and such would speed- ~ 
ily be the fate of the anti-slavery ingredient in the 
Liberty party also. ge re mf 
It would be iamentable, were the self-denying 


- friends of the slave, who, with the present char-— 


acter of the Liberty party, can work together, to 
be separated from each other by some change in 
that character. More lamentable still. would be 
the association, which such change contemplates. 
between these friends and the mercenary men, 
who will serve the slave only on condition that - 
they can, at the same time, and in connection 
therewith, secure the promotion of: others, and 
these others the interests of their selfish, covetous 
But lamentable as would be these effects — 
of the proposed radical change in the Liberty par- 
ty, they will be realized in their fullest and most | 
disastrous extent, if in some emphatically ill- 
starred hour of its sessions, your Convention shall 
introduce this change. 

Let us be content with the Liberty party, as it 
is. Let us believe that a party which is true to 
the essential interests of man, may safely be trust- 





















which in this country, is able to be honest on the — 
question of slavery, will find comparatively little 
in questions of finance and economy, to try Its in- 
tegrity. The Liberty party, in the very fact that 
it is willing to swim or sink, live or die with lib- 
erty, gives abundant proof of its trust-worthiness — 
in respect to banks, and tariffs, and public lands,. 
and questions of that class. Whilst the party that. 
is not willing to stake its all,on the great ques- 
tion, whether a man shall bea freeman or a slave, 
betrays, in that very unwillingness, a littleness of 
conception and an unsoundness of moral principle 
fatal to all its pretensions to the public confidence 
on any subject. In nothing can we trust a party 
which robs man of his fundamental, essential 
rights. But, in everything can we trust a party, 
which, like our own, contends, at whatever sacri- 
fice to itself, for the right of man to be free. 

I pass on to say a few words on the only other 
question, which I have supposed may occasion an 
injurious disagreement in your Convention. 

When the missionaries of Christianity leave our 
country for the Sandwich Islands or elsewhere, we 
all think it best that they should regard the world 
as their field, and although destined to labor in 
small portions of it, as laboring nevertheless, for 
the great end of bringing the whole world to the 
Saviour. But, if in such case, the larger the mo- 
tive which bears on the mind of the laborer, the 
better, why is it not so, in the case of the anti- 
slavery laborer also? They, who gave name to 
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“ithe British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society and 


. to the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 


-evidently laid stress on the inspiration of a large 
purpose and a high aim. Why should not the 
Liberty party do likewise? There is, certainly, 
‘some danger, if we choose for the sole object of 
“the Liberty party what we the people of the 
North are alone directly interested in, that the 
spirit of this party will become selfish and narrow. 
I know it is said, by those whe contend that our 
object in connevtion with the Liberty party should 
be but to take care of ourselves, or, in other 
words, but to exempt the: North from the curse 


P of slavery; that we can, in our other anti-slavery 
- felations, and, in the general character of aboli- 


‘tionists, go for the overthrow of all American, or 


even of all American and Foreign slavery. But, 


this shifting of characters is, to say the least, 
very awkward. He, who has attended an anti- 


the American Anti-Slavery Society, and has there, 
_ besides yielding himself to apprehensions for the 
safety of the slavery-threatened North, glowed 
with love and melted with pity for the down- 
trodden of the South, would find it somewhat dif- 
ficult to assume, straightway, a, character in 
keeping with the frigid atmosphere of a Liberty 
party meeting, whose motto is: ‘*Let us take 
care of ourselves.’” 
_ The question under consideration is, however, 
one in which’ the Convention, should it. differ, 
‘must agree to differ amicably. : If our Ohio breth- 
ren prefer for the object of the Liberty party, the 
rights and safety of the North; and our Massa- 
-chusetts brethren prefer, for it, the breaking of 
every yoke, and the deliverance of every slave, 
and the rights and safety of all, whether at the 
South or the North ; each must be left unrebuked 
to its own free choice. They agree what the 
Liberty party is to do, if they cannot agree in the 
motive for doing it. They agree, that it is to put 
down all national slavery—at least, all of it, that 
is unconstitutional—if they cannot agree in their 
declarations of the purpose of putting it down. © 
 [ trust, then, that the Address and Resolutions 
of the Convention will be such as to give no of- 
fence, either to those who cherish the one set of 
views under consideration, or to those who cherish 
‘the other. Far better that it should make no 
allusion in, either Address or Resolutions, to this 
éontrariety.of views ;—far better, indeed, that it 
should dispense with Resolutions and an Address— 
than that either of the two classes, into which 
this question has divided the Liberty party, should 
be dissatisfied. Happily, these classes act alike: 
and it is, therefore, of less consequence, that 
they do not think alike. But, like acting pro- 
duces like thinking, as well as like thinking does 
like acting: and the day is not distant, when, if 
no unnecessary mutual irritation be produced be- 
tween them, there will be a harmony ‘hts. 
or theories, as well as of deeds, be we these 
classes of the Liberty party. It is not necédsary 
City 
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slavery meeting of the wide and generous aim of ? 
sole offence was, that he pitied a father and 












for the Convention to express itself, 
this disagreement in the Liberty P: 
to the members of that party in each 
indeed, in each County and Town ;—still 
leave it to members of it individually—t 
their respective, and, howeyer diverse, : 
for supporting the party. oe 
I am, very respectfully, yours, : 
Gerrit Suir 





LETTER FROM THE OHIO A.S. SOCIETY. | 
. CincInNATI, August 28, 1843. 
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;:-Verdicts amounting to seve 
lars have been cbtamed against . 
sitizen of Ohio, m favor of Wha 
eholder of Kentucky, under the un. 
ct of Congress m_ relation to fugit. 
ervice and laber. Mr. Vanzandt’s 





onstitu 
ves from 








mother fleeing with their little ones dnd an aged 
parent, from a.eruel bondage which makes the’ 
names of wife and husband, parent and child, un- 
meaning sounds, and conveyed them in his wag- 
on, a few miles on their perilous journey. For 
this he.is to be stripped of his farm, and his wife 
and children’ turned out homeless, unless the 
slaveholder can be defeated by legal measures.— 
To effect this, a sum not less, probably, than ten 
hundred dollars, will be required. A case is al- 
ready made for the consideration of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and must be argued at 
Washington. Much litigation beside, must be 
encountered in the Circuit Court, at Cincinnati or 
Columbus. Bh alii 9 ei 

We appeal, therefore, to the friends ef justice 
and humanity for aid. The question involved im 
these cases aflect every man. They are no less 


ae 









than these—shall kidnappers be licensed. by law ? 
Shall humanity be punished asa crime? hall the 
the law which licenses kidnappit yunishes 






humanity be sustained as cons _ Jones 
and Vanzandt sink out of view, When these ques- 
tions arise. The controversy is no longer peribunt 
or local. It becomes one of universal mterest.— 
The good and evil principles ef our Institutions 
now struggle for the mastery. The question is 
between the spirit of Liberty and the spirit of 
Despotism. oly 78 he ea 
Friends of Human Rights! By your regard for 
the principles of constitutional liberty, the rights: 
of conscience and the charities of our holy relig- 
jon, we ask you to give us your co-operation in 
taking such measures as shall save the free people — 
of this country from becoming the victims of slaves 
holdmg rapacity, and our Constitution from being 
prostituted to the support of tha@tworst despotism 
that curses the earth. es hie 8 
Respectfully, RE 3, 
our fellow-laborers. _ nee 
Ex. Com. of the Ohio A. S.S. 
G. Bainry, Jr., Sec’ry. 
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- - EMANCIPATOR EXTRA. “pues oe 
3epr. 14, 1843. Ripey TRACT NO. 9, 
THE RIGHT SORT OF POLITICS. 


ovo 

Reaper, If you read election news you must have seen 

t, of late years, given under three heads, thus — Dem., 

Wate, Scar. ; and if you have watched this ‘* Scat.,” you 

nust have seen a wonderful degree of contagion and _per- 
severance init. it keeps growing. We first notice it in ” 
whe election returns of the great presidential contest of : 
L840, when the two great parties organized with such 
anthusiasm that we could hardly have expected a single 
jscattering vote. Here isa table giving the progress of 

this singular political heresy for three years— not fully, 

but it will serve as an illustration. 


1840. 1841. 1842, 

Scat. Scat. ‘ Seat. 

Maine, 194 1,662 2,998 
New Hampshire, Dh 2? 2.358 3,110 
Vermont, 319 2.794% 2.093 
Massachusetts, §=—s_—:1,415 ap ae 6,452 
Connecticut, . 174 1,319 1,777 
New York, 2,808 5 882 7,262 
Pennsylvania, 343 818t 1,114+ 
Ohio, 903 2,748 5,423 
Illinois, 159 527 1,500+ 
Michigan, “ 328 858 1,665+ 
Total, 6,754 20,688 ¥ 33,094 

* Inreased by a peculiar local cause. ; t Partial. 


And so far as elections have taken place this year, 1843, 
the increase is still more marked. Tere is a leaven wide- 
ly diffused and actively at work, which by the rules of 
arithmetic willleaven the whole lump of dough by the year 
1848. What means this‘ Scat.” column, then, and what is 
the right and wrong of the matter? 

It means this—though the partisan editors do not like to 
say it—there is a LIBERTY PARTY organized on 
the principies of °76; founded on the truth that‘ Honesty 
is the best policy,” that ‘‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation” 
—a_sort of Good Samaritan Party, which dou’t ‘ pass by 
on the other side.” The members of this party find that 
there is one question in the politics of-this country which 
must be settled right before any other can be settled at all; 
and till that great question is settled right, our glorious 
revolution is incomplete, and our national history unfit to 
be written, They find that under the form of republican- 
ism, the country is really governed by a combination of 
about 239, 039 slaveholders, who hold, on an average, ten 
or eleven slaves each, and’ contrive to wield the power and 
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patronage of the federal government, directing it this 
way and that. way, as they think it necessary to make 
their property in those, slaves secure and profitable. 
Now, this property in human beings is immeasurably 
more, tyrannous and oppressive than that usurpation 
against which our fathers took arms in “76. ‘There- 
fore no government, constitution or compact can make 


-itright. Therefore, so far from being allowed to be the 


a 


governing interest in our great republic, it ought to be 
abolished and put a stop to by universal acclamation. 


_ This should be done if it ts not supported by the constitu- 


tution, and much more if it 7s. For in the latter case we 
need to be relieved from the double disgrace of its exist- 


ence and its constitutionality. Merciful Heavens! are we 


under a constitution which attempts (for it cannot do it) 
to bind us to do worse than to pick pockets and steal 
horses? Are we born into this green world and the great 
brotherhood of humanity, bound, neck and heels, to the 
necessity of doing the meanest of all mean actions, viz., to 


~ help petty tyrants put the shackles of slavery on the limbs 


“of their victims? Ifthis be so, it is our plain vocation, as 


honest men, and not rebels against our Maker, to rebel : 


_.against this constitutional provision at once, and revolu- 
% tionize the government under which we were born, at least 
so far as to make it JUST. Do our reverend clergy say, 
<not Doour learned and venerable judges say, no? The 


-more need then that we should do our work instantly and 


like men. Every ounce of moral and political, not to say 
physical power, should be exerted against.a system so un- 


Just that it cries to Heaven for vengeance, and so fearfully - 


established that it has poisoned the very fountains of gospel 
and of law. And this, too, notwithstanding any inferiority 
or degradation which may be asserted against the people 
suffering in slavery, for the lower any man may be sunk in 
the scale of humanity, the more need there 1s that he should 
be encouraged by justice —a strict regard to his unforfeited 
rights —to rise. Withholding due wages and compelling. 


_ labor by force will not make a bad man better any more. 


than it will make a black man whiter. It’ will not make a. 
man more patriotic or ready to fight for his country ; it may. 
incline him to fight against it. And if it should, then we. 
may wake up some morning, and find 3,000,000 of our 
countrymentaking arms against us from the hands of our 

invaders. Judge Upshur, a slaveholding Secretary of the. 
Navy, forsees.this, and wants to tax the free labor of the: 
country to build and support a navy half as large as that 

of Great Britain to prevent it. Hear him, 


3 ° 
“A war between the United States and any considerable maritime power 
- would not be conducted at this day as it would have been even twenty. 
ew ago. It would bea war of incursions aiming at revolution. The first 
Jow would be struck at us through our own institutions. [Meaning, of. 
course, slavery, that Ishmaelite among institutions.] No nation, it is pre- 
sumed, would expect to be successful over us for.any length of time, ina 
fair contest of arms upon our own soil; and no wise nation would attempt it. 
A more promising expedient would be, sought in arraying what are sup- 
posed to be the hostile elements of our social system against one another 
An enemy so disposed and free to land upon any part of our soil which 
might promise success to his enterprise, would be armed with a fourfold 
power of annoyance. * * * We cannot safely stop short of half the 
naval force of the strongest maritime power in the world. 


This will cost at least four times as much as our whol 
government does now. The Liberty Party has a better 
way. Reconcile the ‘hostile elements” by establishing 
justice for the slaves, treat them just as our fathers wished 
to. be treated when they said, ‘‘ We hold these truths to 
be self-evident,’’ &&c. No matter if the slaves were as bad 
as they are black, and no sane man doubts that their hearts 
are at least as white as those of their oppressors, it would 
be honester, safer and cheaper to have them friends than to 
have them enemies. We may take the side of their oppres- 
sors, do their unrighteous bidding, be their humble volunteer 
slaves, and as our reward, obtain their contempt, drain our 
purses to support them in idle luxury, and our veins to pro- 
tect them against the just retributions of Heaven. But 
when we go down with them, we and our children, into 
the gulf of national perdition, will'it be a very great con- 
solation to us, that their skins were white and their ances- 
tors Anglo Saxon ? 

The LIBERTY PARTY regards the fact of the subser- 
viency of our Federal Government to the iniquity of slave- 
holding, a fact written on every page of our history, blazoned 
upon our escutcheon in the Missouri Compromise, branded 
upon the national forehead in the Florida war, as not only 
full of wrong but full of danger. It makes the abolition 
of slavery the paramount vital interest of this nation: an 
interest as much more important than banks, currency, 
tariffs and sub-treasuries, as life itself is more important 
than the ruffles on our shirts or the blacking on our boots. 
The Liberty Party has awaked to see, what all who are 
awake may see, that while the Democratic and Whig par- 
. ties suppose themselves to be engaged in settling important 
questions, they are in reality only the puppets of a confed- 
eration of petty autocrats, whose will ‘is, that nothing of 
_ that sort shall be settled; whose only settled policy is, to. 
keep themselves rich by keeping free labor poor. The 
Liberty Party therefore deem it due to themselves as well 
as to humanity, to use their political power to overthrow 
slavery. , 


‘ 


eh 4 
. Mee 

The Liberty Party is not the enemy of the slaveholders ; 

exactly the reverse. T’he establishment of justice is ‘the 

true interest of every human being. All history backs 

this assertion. The instant abolition of slavery would 

double the wealth of the slave States, even reckoned in 


dollars aud cents. 

The Liberty Party is not the enemy of the Constitution ; ; exact- 
ly the reverse. Construed soas to enforce the restoration of fugitive * 
slaves, the re-imposition of chains, [and. observe it cannot be so 
construed without doing violence to its /anguage,| the Constitution 
is an inconsistency, a contradiction. It is made to stab that very 
liberty which it was designed to shield. It becomes a reproach, a 
piece of hypocrisy, an abomination. Liberty men will not so con- 
strue or so obey it. They hold to it, and’are ready to spend their 
treasure and their blood for it, as an instrument ordained to *¢ estab- 
lish just’ce ’’—‘‘ to secure the blessings of liberty.’’ They fear- 
lessly put it to every honest man, Can you conmit what you know 
to be a most base and despicable crime, to wit, assist in delivering a 
poor hunted fugitive slave to the human hyenas who claim proper- 
ty in his sinews, and then in the broad daylight of 1843 justify 
yourself by pleading obedience to a Gonstitution which bears on 
its forehead the inscription, ‘‘ To EsTABLISH JusTICE ’’-—** To sE- 


. CURE THE BLESSINGS OF Liperty?” No, you can’t. That would 


be violating the spirit for the sake of obeying what is really not in 
theletter, but what the slaveholders persuaded the framers that a 
certain, clause should be understood to mean, for a time. This 
compromise was a treachery to liberty, and as much as that the 
framers confessed in the very act, as Mr. Madison’s papers clearly 
show. No price could atone for it. And are we and our children 
bound to repeat it till the end of time. Heaven forbid. 

This is the position of the Liberty Party. It goes to purify the 
Federal Government from the taint of supporting slavery, and to 
direct its whole constitutional energy towards its destruction. And 
this was the doctrine of WASHINGTON, who said :— 

“There is only one proper and effectual mode by which it [the abolition 
of slavery] can be accomplished, and that is by legislative authority ; and 
this, so far as my suffrage will go, shall not be wanting.” 

Reader will you follow Washington, or will you follow John be 
Calhoun, who says, 

“T regard slavery as-the most safe and simple basis for free institutions in 
the world Ox 

Or will you subscribe to the pirate creed of Henry Clay, who 
said, in his place in the U. S. Senate :— 

“‘T know that there is a visionary dogma which holds that negro slaves 
[the dogma says men, but the great compromiser dared not quote it cor- 
a eR cannot be the subject of property. I shall not dwell long with this. 
speculative abstraction. That is property which the law declares to be 
property. ‘Two hundred years of legislation have sanctioned and sancti- » 
fied negro slaves as property.” 

And he, (Henry Clay,) declares that he i is not for their cS exmtities 
cipation, immediate or remote.’”’ We leave it to you, reader, 
whether the politics of the Liberty Party are not the only aah 
now worthy of an honest man ‘s vote. 


Published by J. W. Alden, 7 Cornhill, Boston. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE SLAVE POWER.. 


Lf 


Reader, are you a lover of Liberty? Do you love it 
for yourself only? or for others as well as for yourself? 
You will doubtless say, you love it for others as well as for 
yourself. If so, you are prepared to adopt feasible and 
proper means for obtaining it for the slaves in the United 
States. 

There are over two and a half aril ie of persons held 
as slaves in the United States, at this date. They are hu- 
man beings, and as such are entitled to the liberty which 
you say you love. Whatever are their sufferings or com- 
forts, their privileges or disabilities, these cannot strength- 
en or invalidate that title. Rights precede privileges, and 
are not weakened by ignorance. Our object in this little 
TRACT, is to show you that you can do something for the 
emancipation of the slaves, and to impress upon you, if 
possible, that what you can do, you ought to do. 

First, then: the District of Columbia, and the Territo- 
try of Florida, are under the control of the General Gov- 
ernment. In them slavery exists. So far, then, slavery 
can be abolished by acts of Congress. To get that action 
we must have Congressmen from the North who are of the 
right principles.. ‘T’o obtain suck men, we must nominate 
them and: vote forthem. Your vote — if you-are aman — 
is needed, and tells with as much power as any other man’s. 
Will you give it?’ Should you, and every other Northern 
voter, give your votes for men who would be faithful to 
Liberty, and use their constitutional power for the abolition 
of slavery, you would elect men who, at their first day’s 
sitting, would strike the chains from the hands of more than 
thirty thousand captives in Florida and the District of 
Columbia alone. But’ this is not all. 

Second. Congress can abolish the internal slave trade. 
The horrors of this traffic in human beings it is impossible 
to depiet. Imagination in her wildest flights can scarcely 
conceive of the suffering and horrible atrocities committed 
upon the victims of this trade. Think one moment of the 
sufferings of the 40,000 men, women and children of all 
ages, sold ont of Virginia alone, in 1826, at an average 
price of $600, making $24,000,000 in one year, for her 
trade in blood. Scenes transpire under this system sufh- 
cient to make a man of human feelings, should he witness 
_them, go mad. This foul wickedness: Congress can stop. 
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The effect of its abolition upon slavery can be seen when 
it is remembered that one portion of the South grows slaves 
for sale, as Vermonters do sheep; while the other portion 
buys them, to exhaust them in their cane fields and rice 
swamps. By the abolition of the trade, that portion which 
breeds slaves would find itself dying of surfeit from a sur- 
plus population, for which there would be no outlet but in 
emancipation. ‘T’he purchasing or exhausting States would 
find themselves dying of starvation, for want of the Jabor- 
ing power which they had used heretofore, but which then 
there would be no means of obtaining, except through 
emancipation. Thus by your vote, and the votes of North- 
ern men, can slavery be struck lifeless at both extremes. 
Under the present apportionment, the North has a major- 
ity of 47 members in the House of Representatives, and 
an equal number of Senators with the South. The North 
can elect a President and Vice President. So that what- 
ever acts the House of Representatives might enact, could 


be passed into laws by the action of the Senate and the 


President. The whole matter of slavery in the District 
and Florida, and of the Internal Slave Trade, is within 


the constitutional scope of Northern politics. It is*but . 


just that each citizen should be asked to do his portion of 
that which ought to be done, and which is within the reach 
of the aggregate political power of the non-slaveholding 
States. No one man can abolish slavery, but all can; and 
of the ALL, you form a necessary part, and ought to be 
found in your place, thus encouraging others. Listen to 
a statement of facts, showing how little above a state of 
vassalage Northern citizens are, yourself among the nuni- 
ber. 

Power should be wielded according to population, and 
the value of interests to be protected hy the Government. 
In other words, the majority should rule ;-for, as a gene- 


ral thing, the interests of the majority are greater than the 


butabasis ne a minority: 


Now, the North had, in 1840, of free population, 9,752,240 
and the South had, of free ‘population, 4,682.788 
Difference, 4,969,452 . 


To have had justice done her, the North should have had double the 
number of offices under the General Government which the South should 
have had—because her population, and her capital invested in domestic and 
foreign commerce, are double to those of the South. But look at the fol- 
lowing table : 


Z NortTuH. SouTH. 
Presidents, 
Secretaries of State, p 4 10 
“ce (a4 War, 9 7 ‘ 
sé “< Navy, 8 6 
4 “« Treasury, 11 4 
Vice Presidents, 6 ’ ye Sagttad 


Judges of the Supreme Court of the U, States, 10 17 


, 4) 
3 . 
Attorney Generals, 6 gee 2 
Speakers of the House of Representatives, g 20 
Post Masters jeneral F 7 4 
i 90 
bs 
Difference, 
And again: No. of ministers sent to the Epropean, Mexican and (alee 
American courts from the United States, 120 
Of these the South has had . 71 
See, ft “ North, 49 
; 22 


. 


We now ask your attention to the legislation of the 
General Government : 

First. By the Constitution, under the present rate of 
apportionment, the South sends into the House of Repre- 
sentatives, some twenty-four members of Congress, chosen 
by virtue ‘of its slave population. What sympathy such 
men can have with freemen, or their welfare, it 1s not 
easy for us to decide. But so it is. 

Secondly. In 1793, an act was passed by Congress, by 
which a slaveholder was authorized to enter any of the 
non-slaveholding States, and before a magistrate make 
oath that any person—defining him—was his slave, and 
such magistrate was empowered to issue a warrant for his 
arrest and safe delivery into the hands of said slaveholder, 
as his slave. 

Third. Congress, in obedience to the demand of the 
South, established the Tariff policy, while yet the North 
were engaged in agriculture and commerce. When the 
North changed its capital to suit its new circumstances, 
and vested it in manufactures, then the South denounced 
a Tariff, and between John C. Calhoun and Henry Clay, a 
compromise policy was introduced, by the operation of which 
the whole industrial interest has been smitten as with paLsy. 

Fourth, Congress, in recognizing the right of the South 
to control the interests of the North, 1836-7, passed a law 
called the Loan Brit, by which the surplus moneys in 
the treasury of the United States, then amounting to forty 
millions of dollars, were to be loaned to the. several States. 
The principle of division, instead of being based upon the 
numbers of free population each State. possessed, was 
based upon the ratio of Representation ; and as each slave 
State had its slave population counted—each slave three- 
fifths as much as each freeman—in the number of its rep- 
resentative population, so each State by this law drew 
money in proportion to the representative power of its 
slaves. The effect of such a principle of division was to 
give the six states of S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, J.ouisiana and Kentucky, the aggregate of whose 
free population was some less than that of 


j * 
» Pennsylvania, the sum of 86,754,588 
while Pennsylvania had but 3,823,353, 


or to reduce it, the amount of money received by the, non-slaveholdin 
states when divided by their population, gave to each Person about 18. 
cents, while the south received for each free person about 27 cents. Now, 
surely this is neither constitutional in spirit nor just in practice, butit isthe _ 
way Northern Congressmen and Northern voters submit to be governed. 
Fifth. In 1840-1, Congress passed an act for the distribution of the moneys 
from the sales of the PuBLic Lanps. This law divided the proceeds of 
the sales among the several States; but Congress, true to its habits of sub- 
serviency to the South, made the principle of representation the principle 
of division, instead of free population. The consequence is to New York, 
that of every three millions of dollars which the United States receives from 
said sales, the South cheats her out of $43,721, her present portion for each 
_ three millions being $456,636 whereas on a free basis it would have beén 
" $500,857. This is not all. Bear in mind that the great source of revenue 
in the country is from a Tariff. Of this revenue the North must pay the 
largest share by far. For, first, she has double the amount of taxable popu- 
Jation: Second. Tariffs are apt to impose the heaviest duties upon those 
articles which the great mass use: Third. Slaveholders themselves deal in 
lucuries, and negro cloths; and these our tariffs have generally admitted 
free of duty. Now the North pays double the amount of taxes, and receives 
in offices of trust under the government, disbursements of public funds, &c. 
but about half of what the South receives. The North does double duty 
and receives half pay. As proof of our assertion we present one more 
class of facts and we close. It is a synopsis of the amount of money the 
South has received over the North, since the establishment of the Union. 


For Presidents, Vice Presidents, Judges of Supreme Court, Foreign Min- 
isters, Consuls, Navy and Army Officers, Fortifications, Secretaries, 


Clerks and Building of Jails, —$19.847,000 
Florida War, 40,000,000 - 
Purchase of Louisiana and Florida, 20,060,000 
Removal of Southern Indians, * 47,000,000 
Capital of the United States Bank sunk at the South, 27,000,000 © 


Post Office Department: the North in 1842, paid over its ex- 
penditures, six hundred thousand dollars, while the South 2 
expended over its receipts 571,000 
Making an amount of $154,418,000 © 
It is admitted by candid and able business men that the Northern States 
have lost within twenty years, in trade with the South, at least 200 millions 
of dollars, though some estimates put the amount much higher. But this - 
amount is within the bounds of truth. Of this amount, 





Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont have lost, $30,000,000 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, 40,000,000 
New York, in 70,000,000 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 40 000,000 
Ohio and the West, 20,000,600 


Here then has gone from the active circulating capital of the North ten 
millions of dollars per annum, of this sum the State of New York alone has 
lost 33 millions annually. Can you wonder at the hardness of the times ? 
Can you doubt for one moment as to its cause, when this sum is sunk as 
effectually as in the depths of the sea? If you for a moment imagine for 
the next twenty years the annual introduction of 34 millions of dollars into 
the business capital of New York, you can at once see that it would replace 
the frowns on all faces with universal smiles. 

Reader, for all this suffering, profligate legislation, and hard times, there is 
_-aremedy. It is at once peaceful, constitutional and just. It is within the 
reach of the humblest man. It is to be found in the BatLot Box. Will 
you, discarding all prejudice, and dissolying all old political connections, 

y which you and others. hive kept the slave fettered and the North impov- 
erished, apply the remedy in an honest heart, and thus bring back to the 
country prosperity and peace ? A TELLER OF THE TRUTH. 


ay IG oa cae OE aiothicla A Vous . 
P ublished by J. W. Alden, 7 Cornhill, Boston. 
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“LIBERTY INCOMPLETE 


The Hon Joan Quincy Apams, the writer of the following most im- 
portant and eloquent letter, is not claimed as a member of the Liberty 
Party. But the publishers of this series of Liberty Party Tracts fee) sure 
that his views here developed, whatever may be true of other opinions 
which he entertains, favor the new party for which they have the honor to 


‘labor. ‘They ask their fellow citizens to read these weil weighed words of 


the ablest and most disinterested statesman now on. the stage of life, and 
decide whether or not American liberty is complete ; and then, whether 
there isany party, save the Liberty Party, which, in. the least degree, prom 
ises to complete tt. 


\ 


—ete— 
[From the Bangor Daily Gazette] 


LETTER FROM HON. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


The following Petter from Mr. Adams was read on the occasion of the 


\ 


" recent celebration of West India Emancipation in this city. 


Asa Waker, C. A. Sracxpote, and F. M. Sasine, Esgqs., 
Com. of Correspondence of a meeting of the citizens of 
Bangor and its vicinity, holden on the 27th May, 1843. 


Quincy, 4th July, 1843. 
Fe.tow Crrizens,—l have received your letter of the 
9th ult., and perhaps, in answering it, my safest and most 
prudent course would be to express my regret, that the 
precarious state of my health, and particularly of my 
voice, would not warrant me in undertaking an engage-— 
ment to deliver a public address upon any subject what- 


ever, on the first day of next August. This answer I have 


been most reluctantly constrained to give to several other 


kind invitations to address the people on various subjects, 


in the course of the ensuing summer andautumn. But the 
occasion of which you propose to celebrate the anniversa- 


_ ty, is viewed in lights so entirely different and opposite to 


each other, that it cannot be denied to have assumed both 
a religious and a political aspect, and this must be my apol- 
ogy, while returning my thanks for your friendly invitation, 
for frankly unfolding to you other reasons which would, 
have dictated to me the same conclusion, even if the state 
of my health admitted of my compliance with it. 

‘The extinction of Stavery fromthe face of the earth, is 
a problem, moral, political, religious, which at this mo- 
ment rocks the foundations of human society, throughout 
the regions of civilized man. It is, indeed, nothing more 
nor less than the consummation of the Christian religion, 
It is only as immortal beings that all mankind can in an 
sense be said to be born equal—and when the Declaration 


Ae Independence affirms as a self-evident truth, that all 
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men are born equal, it is precisely the same as. if 
the affirmation had been that all men are born with immor- | 
tal souls. For take away from man his soul, the immortal 
spirit that is within him, and he would be a mere tameable 
beast: of the field, and like others of his kind, would be- 
come the property of his tamer. Hence it is, too, that by. 
the law of nature and of God, man can never be made the 
property of man. And herein consists the fallacy with. 
which the holders of slaves often delude themselves, by as- 
suming that the test of property is human law. The soul 
of one man cannot by human law be made the property of 

another. ‘The owner ofa slave is the owner of a living 
corpse; but he is not the owner of a man. 

The natural equality of mankind, affirmed by the sign- 
ers of the Declaration of Independence to be: held by them 
as self-evident truths, was not so held by their enemies.— 
It was not so held by the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain. They held the reverse. They held that sover- 
eign power was unlimitable. That the tie of allegiance 
bound the subject to implicit obedience, and, therefore, 
that the natural equality of mankind was a fable. This 
was THE question of the American Revolutionary War.— 
In the progress of that war, France, Spain, the United 
Netherlands became involved .it. The Governments of 
France and Spain, absolute monarchies, had no sympathies 
with the American cause—the rights of human: nature. 
Vergennes had plotted with Gustavus of Sweden, the 
revolution in Sweden, from liberty to despotism. ‘Turgot, 
very shortly before the surrender of Burgoyne, but after 
our Declaration of Independence, had formally advised 
Louis the Sixteenth, that it was for the interest of France 
and Spain, that the insurrection in the Anglo-American 
colonies should: be suppressed. France and Spain had 
been warned of the remote éonsequences, to them as own- . 
ers of colonies, of the success of the Anglo-Americans. 
But neither Turgot nor Vergennes, nor any one Kuropean 
or American statesman of that age, foresaw or imagined, 
what would be the consequence, by no means remote, upon: | 
their own Governments at home, of the dismemberment. of 
the British Empire, and the triumphant establishment, by a 
seven years war on the continent of North America, of an 
Anglo-Saxon confederate nation, on the foundation of the 
natural equality of mankind, and tg nalionwibie rights of 
man. 

_ After Louis the Sixteenth lost bi crown, he remembered, 
and bitterly repented the part he had taken on the side of 
the natural equality of mankind, and the rights of human 
nature, in the American revolutionary war. For the revo- 
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jution in France, by which he lost his throne and his life, 
was another fruit of the same self-evident ‘truth, that all 
‘men are born equal, and have a, RIGHT to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, without infringing upon the same 
right of all other men. 

Until the day of the Declaration of Independence, the 
condition. of slavery was recognized as lawful in all the 
English colonies. The Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, established three years after the Decla- 
‘ation of Independence, adopted its self-evident truths, and 
the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth, 
under that Constitution, judicially decided that slavery 
within the Commonwealth was thereby ipso facto abolished. 
Since that day, there has not been a slave within the State. 

The anthor of thé Declaration of Independence was a 
slave-holder. His self-evident truths taught him that slave- 
holding was an outrage upon the natural rights of mankind, 
at least as great as Parliamentary taxation without repre- 
sentation. He held that opinion to his dying day. He in- 
troduced it into his draught of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence itself, imputing the existence of slavery in Virginia, 
‘to George the-Third, as one of the crimes which proved 
him’ to be a tyrant unfit to rule over a free people. 

Among the signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
there were at least twenty slave-holders—or probably, thir- 
ty. They could not stomach the application of the self- 
evident truths to themselves, and they lopped it off as an 
unsightly excrescence upon the tree of Liberty. But his 
grandson and executor has carefully preserved it in the 
double form of print and fac simile, in the edition which he 
has published of his writings, and there it stands, an unan- 
_ swerable testimonial to posterity, that in the roll of Amer- 
ican Abolitionists, first.and foremost after the name of 
George Washington, is that of Thomas Jefferson. 

The result of the North American Revolutionary War 
had prepared the minds of the people of the British Islands 
to contemplate with calm composure the new principle en- 
grafted upon the association of the civilized race of man, 
the self-evident truth, the natural equality of mankind, and 
the rights of man. They had waged against it a cruel and 
disastrous war of seven years. Hundreds of thousands of 
valiant Britons had fallen victims, hundreds of millions of 
British treasure had been squandered, to sustain the princi- 
ple of illimitable sovereignty against the principle of illim- 
itable human rights. The prize of the conflict was the 
liberty and the immortal soul of man. The contest was 
over between Britain and her children. The Lord of Hosts 
had decided the wager of battle. Human liberty was tri- 
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-umphant, and a new confederation entered upon the, Geld 
of human affairs, with the Urim and Thummim of the Law 
from Sinai-:—* Light and Right,’ inscribed meh cu boe — 
“som, and upon the. diadein around her brow, ‘* Holiness : 
the Lord.” 

« Bat while this contest had been in progress; both oft in- 
tellectual conflict and of mortal combat, the same question 
of human right against lawless power bad been started in 
the land of both the combatant parties to this controversy. 
The question of the American revolution’ bad been of po- 
litical government in the relations of sovereign and subject. 
Authony Benezet, a native of France, settled in Pennsyl-. 
vania, a member of the Society of Fsjenda; and Granville 


“Sharp, an English philanthropist, at London, were at the — 


same time blowing the bugle horn of human liberty and 
the natural equality of mankind, agaiust the institution of 


slavery, practsied from time immemorial by all nations, 


ancieut and modern. There were two modes of slavery 
which had crept in upon the relations of mankind to one 
another, first as the results of war, by the right of conquest, 
and secondly, by the voluntary servitude of the feudal sys- 


tem. They had both become odious by the silent progress. 


of Christianity. The practice of enslaving enemies taken 
in war had already ceased between Christian nations. The 
traffic in slaves had been denounced by the popular writers 
both of France and Eagland—by Locke, Addison, and 
Sierne, as well as by Raynal, Rousseau, Montesquieu, and 
Voltaire. It was everywhere odious, but everywhere prac- 
ticed, till just after the close of the American Revolution- 
ary war arose the cry for the abolition of the African slave- 
trade. The first assault of the Reformers was upon the 
trade, which was prosecuted with such atrocious cruelty 
that the mere narrative of its ond inany details exalted dis- 
gust and horror. 

‘*Sweet are the uses of adversity,’’ saith Shakoueure? 
and “‘in the day of adversity consider,” saith yet higher 
authority. In the summer, of 1783, wien the results of 
the Revolutionary war presented themselves to the people 
of the British Islands, in the darkest form of adversity, 
they had, and they improved the opportunity, of consider- 
ing the principle for which and the principles against which 
they had so obstinately and fiercely,conteuded. Their war- 
fare had beea against the self-evident truth of human rights. 
Thomas Clarkson, with two or three other Euglishmen, asso- 
ciated themselves together, with the purpose of arraying the 
power of the British Empire for the. total abolition of 
slavery throughout the earth; and the commission with 
which. they went forth to regenerate the race of man, by — 
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leading captivity captive, was the same indentical, self-evi- 
dent truth against which Britain had just closed her relent- 
Jess war, in humiliation and defeat. She was now to make’ 
the identical principle the inscription upon her banners— 
to war against slavery for the natural rights of mankind, —— 
and to proclaim the jubilee shout of liberty throughout the 
Jand—throughout the globe.: : ait 
Of that undertaking, Clarkson himself has written the 
history. He had shown in what small beginnings 1 com- 
menced, by what slow and almost imperceptible progress it 
advanced—by what interests, prejudices and passions, it 
was perpetually obstructed. How many years It was be- 
fore it could obtain admission to the hall of legislation in__ 
the British House of Commons. How, in the meantime, 
‘it had been silently making its way. to the hearts of the 
British people. How many struggles of argument and of 
eloquence it had to encounter, before it could lay prostrate 
all opposition at its feet—and how this emanation of the 
Christian faith, after waiting eighteen hundred years for its 
development, came down at last like.a mighty flood, and 18 
even now, under the red cross of St. George, overflowing 
from the white cliffs of Albion, and sweeping the slave- 
_ trade and slavery from the face of the terraqueous globe. 
People of that renowned Island! children of the land 
of our forefathers! proceed, proceed in this glorious career, 
till .the whole earth shall be redeemed from the greatest 
curse that ever has afflicted the-human race! Proceed, un- 
til millions upon millions of your brethren of the human 
race,—restored to the rights with which they were en- 
dowed by your and their Creator, but of which they have 
_been robbed by ruffians of their own race,—shall send their 
choral shouts of redemption to the skies in blessings upon 
your names. O! with what pungent mortification and 
shame must I confess, that in the transcendent glories of 
that day, our names will not be associated with yours! 
May Heaven, in mercy grant that we may be spared the 
deeper damnation of seeing our names recorded, not among 
the liberators, but with the oppressors of mankind. 
Fellow citizens! the first impulse of the regeneration 
of human liberty, came from us—the Fourth of July is 
our anniversary day. Then was the principle. proclaimed 
to the world as that which was to be the vital spark of.our 
existence as a community among the nations of the earth. 
This is the brightness of our glory, and of this we can-~ 
not be bereaved. But how can we presume to share in 
the festivities and unite in the songs of triumph of the first 
of August? Have we emancipated our slaves? Have we 
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mulcted ourselves in a hundred millions of dollars, to p t- 
suade and. prevail upon the man-stealer to relinquish his 
grasp upon his prey? Have we encompassed .sea and: 
land, and sounded the clarion of freedom to the four ends 
of heaven, to break the chain of slavery in the four quar- 
ters of the earth? Has the unction of our eloquence — 
moved the bowels of compassion of the holy ponuff of) 
the Roman Catholic Church, to give his commands to his 
Christian flock against slavery and the slave trade?’ Have 
we softened the heart of the fiery Mussulman of Tunis, 
the follower, of the war-denouncing: prophet of Mecca, to 
proclaim liberty throughout his land? Are we carrying 
into Hindostan the inexpressible blessings of emancipa- 
tion? Are we bursting open the everlasting gates, and 
overleaping the walls of China, to introduce into that 
benighted empire in one concentrated sunbeam, the light 
of civil and of Christian liberty ?* O, no, my countrymen ! 
No, nothing of all this! Instead of all this, are we not 
suffering our hands to be manacled, and our own feet to 
be fettered with the chains of slavery? Is it not enough 
to be told that by a fraudulent perversion of language in 
the Constitution of the United States, we have falsified 
the Constitution itself, by admitting into both the Legisla- 
tive and Executive departments of the Government, an over- 
whelming representation of one species of property to the ex- 
clusion of all others, and that the odious property in slaves? — 
Is it not enough, that by this exclusive privilege of prop- 
erty representation, confined to one section of the country, . 
an irresistible ascendancy in the aétion of the General — 
Government has been secured, not indeed to that section, 
but to an oligarchy of slaveholders in that section —to | 
the cruel oppression of the poor in that same section 
itself? Is it not enough that by the operation of this rad- 
ical iniquity in the organization of the Government, an 
immense disproportion of all offices, from the highest to 
the lowest, civil, military, naval, executive and judicial, 
are held by slaveholders? Have we not seen the sacred 
right of petition totally suppressed for the people of the — 
free States during a succession of years, and is it not yet 
inexorably suppressed? Have we not seen for the last 
twenty years the Constitution and solemn treaties with 
foreign nations trampled on, by eruel oppression and law- 
less imprisonment of colored mariners in the Southern - 
States, in cold-blooded defiance of a solemn adjudiga- 


tion by a Southern judge in the Circuit Court of the | 
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* We are not prepared to endorse the praise here bestowed upon the in- : 
vaders of China. . PUBLISHERS. 
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Union? And is this not enough? Have not the people 
of the free States been required to renounce for their cili- 
zens the right of habeas corpus and trial by jury, and to 
coerce that base surrender of the only practical security 
to all personal rights, have not the slave breeders, by 
State legislation, subjected to fine and imprisonment the 
colored citizens of the free States, for merely coming 
within their jurisdiction? Have we not tamely submitted, 
for years, to the daily violation of the freedom of the post 
office and of the press, by a committee of seal-breakers : 
and have we net seen a sworn Post Master General for- 
mally avow, that though he could not license this cut purse 
protection. of the peculiar institutions, the perpetrators 
of this highway robbery must justify themselves by: the 
plea of necessity? And has the pillory or the penitenti- 
ary been the reward of that Post Master General? Have 
we not seen printing presses destroyed — halls erected for 
the promotion of human freedom levelled with the dust, 
and censumed by fire, and wanton, unprovoked murder 
perpetrated with impunity by slave-mongers? Have we 
not see human beings, made in the likeness of God, and 
endowed with immortal souls, burnt at the stake, not for 
their offences, but for their color? Are not the journals of 
our Senate disgraced by resolutions calling for war, to 
indemnify the slave pirates of the Enterprise and the 
Creole, for the self emancipation of their slaves, and to 
inflict vengeance, by a death of torture, upon the heroic 
self-deliverance of” Madison Washington ? Ilave we not 
been fifteen years plotting rebellion against our neighbor 
Republic of Mexico, for abolishing slavery throughout 
all her provinces ? Have we not aided and abetted one of her 
_ provinces in insurrection against her for thatcause? And 
have we not invaded openly, and sword in hand, another 
of her provinces, and all to effect her dismemberment, and 
to add ten more slave States toour confederacy? Hasthe 
cry of war-for the conquest of Mexico, for the expansion 
of re-instituted slavery, for the robbery of priests, and the 
plunder of religious establishments, yet subsided? Have 
the pettifogging, hair-splitting, nonsensical, and yet nflam- 
matory bickerings about the right of search, pandering to 
the thirst for revenge in France, panting for war, to pros- 
trate the disputed title of her being, has the sound of this 
war trumpet yet faded away upon our ears? Has the 
supreme and mapamalleled absurdity of stipulating by treaty 
to keep a squadron of eighty guns for five years, without 
intermission, upon the coast ‘of Africa, to suppress the 
African slave trade, and at the same time denying, at the 





& | 
point of the bayonet, the right of that squadron to boare 
‘ or examine any slaver, all but sinking under a cargo of 
victims, if she but hoist a foreign flag — has this diplomatie 
bone been yet picked clean? Or is our indirect partici- 
pation in the African slave trade to be protected, at what- 
ever expense of blood and treasure? Is the Supreme 
Executive Chief of this Commonwealth yet to speak, not 
for himself, but for her whole people, and pledge them to 
shoulder their muskets, and to endorse their knapsacks 
against the fanatical, non-resistant abolitionists, whenever — 
the overseers may pleasé to raise the bloody flag, with the 
swindling watchword of the Union? O, my friends! I 
have not the heart to join in’the festivity on the first of 
August, the British anniversary of disenthralled humanity, 
while all this, and infinitely more than I could tell — but 


that I would spare the blushes of my country — weigh © 


down my spirits with the uncertainty, sinking into my 
grave as I am, whether she is doomed to be numbered 
among the first liberators, or the last oppressors of the 
race of immortal man. 


Let the long trodden-down African, restored by the cheering voice and 


Christian hand of Britain to his primitive right and condition of manhood, 
clap his hands and shout for joy on the anniversary of the first of August. 
Let the lordly Briton strip off much of his pride.on other days of the year, 
and reserve it al) for the pride-of conscious beneficence on that day. What - 
lover of classical learning can read the account in Livy or in Plutarch, of 
the restoration to freedom of the Grecian cities by the Roman Consul 
Flaminius, without feeling his bosom heave and his blood fi eerily in 
his veins? The heart leaps with sympathy when we read, th | the first 
proclamation by the herald, the immense assembled multitude in the tu- 
mult of astonishment and joy, could scarcely believe their own ears—that 
they called back the herald and made him répeat the proclamation, and 
then—‘ Tum ab certo jam gaudio tantus cum clamore plausus est orlus, to- 
tiesque repetitus, ut facile appateret, nihil omnium bonorum multitudini gra- 
tius quam libertatem esse.” ‘Then rang the welkin with long and redoubled . 
shouts of exultation, clearly proving that of all the enjoyinents accessible 
to the hearts of men, nothing is so delightful to them as Liberty.” Up- 
wards of two thousand years have revolved since that day, and the first of 
August is to the Briton of this age, what the day of the proclamation of 
Flaminius was to the ancient Roman. Yes—let them celebrate the first of 
August as the day to them of deliverance and of glory—and leave to us the - 
pleasant employment of commenting upon their motives, of devising means _ 
to shelter the African slave from their search, and of squandering millions 
to support on. a pestilential coast a squadron of the stripes and stars, with 
instructions sooner to scuttle their ships than to molest the pirate slaver 
who shall make his flag-staff the herald of a lie. the resi 
‘Apologizing to you, gentlemen, for the length of this letter, | will close 
it with an ejaculation to Heaven, that you may live to substitute for the first 
of August, the day when slavery shall be proclaimed a word without a 
meaning in all the languages of the earth, and when the power of émanci- 
ation shall be extinguished in Universal Freedom. ‘To share in the jubi- 
fant chorus of that day. if my voice could burst.from the cerements of the 
tomb, it should be to shout, Hallelujxh! for the Lord God Omnipotent reign- 
eth! let the earth rejoice and be glad! JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. _ 
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EMANCIPATOR EXTRA. 
Oct. 12, 1843, Tract No. 6, 
THE TYRANT PAUPERS; 
es OR, WHERE THE MONEY GOES! 


Reaper, will you rise with me some hundred feet 


higher than the top.of Bunker Hill Monument, and take a 


look at this country of ours, to see if it is worth saving? 
Well, now we are looking down as the eagle does. ‘There 
hes the old blue, briny road to all nations — sun, moon and 
stars for gas lights and way-marks, and the invisible flame 
of God’s magnetism all over it, so that the mariner may 


traverse it as surely as he does his chart. ‘There are. its. 


islands, and bays, and harbors; there are its fish, innumer- 
able and immeasurable, scale fish and shell fish, enough to 
feed all mankind. There are the, rivers, the glorious riv- 
ers, streaming like silver from the White Mountains and 
the Green, from the Adirondack and the Catskills and the 
Alleghanies, spreading a paradise over our interminable 
coast; and back yonder are the mightier floods which 
water that valley of which the Alleghanies and their east- 


ern slope are only a slight rim, lke the. crusty barrier - 


around one of our grandmother’s pumpkin pies. There 


roll the fresh water oceans, with their fresh water whales, 


and porpoises, and tides, even; and the fresh water mari- 
ners count their miles by thousands. See the harvests — 
the wheat, rye, corn, potatoes, apples, pears, ‘peaches, 
hemp, flax, cotton — see the sheep aud oxen and horses — 
and yet the country is only cultivated by patches; the most 
and the richest of it is yet to be reclaimed from swamps 
and forests. Human industry never had a more generous 
field since the world was made, Yonder are mountains of 
almost pure iron. TIron, coal, salt, plaster —the real 
wealth of a nation —aré packed away under vast portions 
of the country, as if the great cellar thereof was crammed 
full for the use of future generations. Then there are the 
abundant stores of the smaller wealth of copper, zinc, 
lead, silver and gold. And‘look at the public improve- 
ments already effected in the march of our young civill- 
zation. Water and fire are at work to feed and clothe and 
carry us. We go like birds from Maine to Illinois, passing 
through granite ledges, and over ravines, rivers, marshes, 
_ and immense, tangled quagmire swamps, in the twinkling 
of an eye.” Glorious country, is it not? 

Well, whatvis the reason that in a country so bountifully 
provided for, and with a population, nowhere half great 
enough to bring its resources into full play, there is every 


five. or ten years, universal pecuniary. distress— wide. 


y 
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spreading bankruptcy and commercial ruin? Take our 
own Commonwealth of Massachusetts for example, where - 
almost every family produces more than it consumes, and 
where prodigality is hardly known. Here we are, even 
now just beginning to pick ourselves up from a period of 
flat prostration. ‘And we have gone throngh the same 
process several times before. How is it possible that our 
prudent, industrious, economical, clear-sighted manufactar- 
ers and merchants should be thus periodically plunged into” 
the great ‘‘ Despond Slough”? of insolvency? From what - 
storehouse of famine do these “hard times” come? We 
are not misgoverned like the Irish, and eaten up by 
absentee landlords. . Thank Heaven, weovern ourselves, 
and own the soil in fee simple. But stop, I am wrong 
here. Wedo not exactiy govern ourselves. Some things 
in our national politics are not done quite as we could 
wish,— are they ? iN 

Now the truth is,—and here is the key to the whole rid- 
die,—we are governed and ridden upon by a set of Tyrant 
Paupers, and our dear, hard-earned money goes to cover 
their backs with broadcloth, and line their stomachs with 
wine, oysters and roast turkies. And if you will be pitient, 
T'll tell you how. 

In thirteen states of this Union, there are 250,000 slave- 
holders, so banded together by their commun interest, and 
with so staunch a hold of the political helm, that they 
manage the nation as they please — make and pull down 
embargoes, tariffs, banks and sub-treasuries, and all the 
while get a luxurious living by the sweat of other people; 
and not only their own, but a living for a much larger mul- 
titude of dogs, horses, and human hangers-on. They do 
not live upon their money, their capital, their earnings laid 
up—that is, upon their own past labor—but upon other 
people's labor. Wabor of every sort, and especially hand 


_Jabor, they despise. They are born gentlemen: They are, 


in fact, sturdy paupers, who have quartered themselves hike” 
vultures upon the industry of the whole country. The la- 
bor which they and their overseers extort from the poor 
black slaves, is but the beginning of their operations. With 
this they supply their first wants, keep the pot boiling, and 
get the credit of patriarchs and men of substance. We 
poor, handicraft men of the free states, in our simplicity, 
suppose that a man who owns fifty or one hundred men — 
body and soul—must be vastly rich—a man is so much 
more valuable than an ox or a horse in our estimation. see 
we are glad to trade with such a patriarch. We sell 
clocks, and rocking-chairs, and coaches, and perhaps hee 


pays us in doubloons, hardly deigning to count them, he is” 
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so very liberal. But as our southern patriarch has nothing 
on earth to do, but to live, and eat, and drink, and wear 
out, he is full of wants, Wd there is nothing 166 good for 
him. So we import silks, and‘cloths, and wines for him, 
and send our ships round ‘the world for luxuries to please 
him, and tell him to suit his convenience about the time to 
pay. But his fifty or one hundred men are not so many 
whole men, working for his pockets, as they would. for their 
own. ‘They have no interest in his prosperity, no motive 
to work for him but the fear of his overseer’s lash. And 
they are so much cunninger than four-footed animals, that 
the lash cannot, possibly, get half a man’s work out of 
them. Their abused intellects find employment in devising 
the best means for euting and wasting as much, and pro- 
ducing as little as possible. ‘They wasté his substance by 
all manner of slackness, and betray his lands to brambles 
and barrenness; and it is not in cowhide, and the muscles 
and swearing of an overseer to prevent it. So it happens, 
by and by, that the patriarch does n’t honor our drafts, for 
goods consuined by himself and his hangers-on to a large 
amount. And here is a pretty kettle of fish! Some mer- 
chant: in New York or Philadelphia has done this grand 
business on commission, probably. He has sold coaches 
from Newark and Troy, boots and shoes from Lynn and 
Randolph, calicoes from Lowell, and all sorts of notions 
from Connecticut; and the manufacturers of these articles 
have open accounts with the makers of paint, -and varnish, 
and leather, and shoe-thread, and the masons, and carpen- 
ters, and millwrights, who put up the buildings and machin- 
ery necessary for their operations—and all these have deal- 
“ings with the farmers, who furnish the pork ang beans, and 
bread and potatoes ; and when the New York or Philadel- 
+ phia merchant fails, because he cannot collect bis southern 
debts, the loss goes back through all the branching chan- 
nels by which the goods came in, till it pinches and grinds 
in every free laborer’s snug home, from the potatoe fields 
of Maine to the wheat fields of Illinois, Then comes the 
distress of widows and orphans, and the lamentations of 
honest, hard-working fathers and mothers over the best 
years of their life’s toil, and the hopes and the honors of 
their rising families all thrown away, and a sad cry for 
money to pay honest debts withabout the saddest cry 
that can come from an honest man. 
| The sums thus lost upon slaveholding paupers, cannot 
be accurately estimated. They doubtless amount, on an 
_ average, to as much as it takes to support our expensive 
federal government, and the greater part of the latter ex- 
_ pense goes likewise into the insatiable maw of the slav- 
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ocracy. — If, sda tax were. annual and. regular, it, might be be 
more easily borne. But it comes like “avalanche, in the ik a 
midst of prosperity and dreams of ‘splendid fortunes. from, 
this southern trade. So long as slavery lives, these tides 

of ruin will roll over us, In vain do we labor to abolish, ~ 
the credit system, and do. business for cash. As long as 
we suffer ourselves to be governed by these Mei 
paupers, too proud to work, there will be among us men , 
ready to trade with them in the way they like best, and that. 
way must always involve a suction of northern wealth, one . 
it is an eternal and inevitable fact, that slaveholders, with 
their slaves, do not, in any Jong’ run, produce as much as 
they consume. And how can man- stealers be honest ment 













How can those who do not pay their field laborers be 






pected always to pay their tailors, shoe-makers and mer- 
chants? History brands. the siaveholders as dangerous 
customers. ‘I‘he British West India slaveholders were. 
deeply in debt, their plantations shingled with mortgages, 
when emaneipation came, to their relief. And they had 
been haughtily getting into debt and going into bankruptcy 
for ages. The. planters of our own southern colonise 
were so deeply in debt. when our revolution opened, tha : 
some believe we owe their co- -operation, to a considerabl | 
extent, more to their desire to wipe out the score by ‘esta 
daca: than to their patriotism, However this may be, 
ilicit proneness to promise more than they can pay has — | 
siace been written in huge piles of protested DEEL Seine! | 
only tnmonuments of our departed millions. Hi 
Reader, Heaven has done for this country of ie aha rae 
need to. ae thine we must do, We must deliver it from 
the government of Tyrant Paupers, who have applied seth 
horse-leech-suction to the pockets of every free laborer — 
made labor, no, Aonesty, dishonorable, and hatched. the. 
great cockatrice egg of REPUDIA TION. They are se Ue 
fit to govern. If we do not feel our humanity and sens mt, 
of justice roused in behalf of the outraged Auman chatt ap 
let us, at least, prudently attend to our own interests and 
those of out children. Let us stop making up the deficit — 4 
of some 20 or 39,000,000 of dollars per annum, without 
which the slaveholders must starve into honesty, and justice. 
And if we cannot do it otherwise, let us try the force 
the BALLOT BOX. | Let us swear upon the altar of L 
erty that our suffrage shall go to support no man or pa 
that directly or indirectly, morally or physically, con 
tionally or unconstitutionally, supports or encourag 


Lyrant Pauperism of Slaveholding ! 
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